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TRAFFIC TELLS A STORY

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted lives around the globe. In the Denver region, government policies and personal safety
measures to reduce the spread of the virus changed how people traveled and the amount of vehicle traffic on the region’s
roadways. DRCOG staff compared the volume of traffic at several permanent traffic counter locations for 2020 and 2019,
which revealed that COVID-19 affected both the quantity and timing of vehicle travel throughout the day.
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COMMUTER AND U.S. Route 285 west of Sheridan Boulevard Hourly Traffic Volumes
COMMERCIAL DIFFERENCES

The effects of COVID-19 on traffic
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THE ROAD AHEAD

COVID-19 dramatically changed the times of day and total amount that people travel. To better understand and enhance
travel in the region in the future, it is critical to monitor and understand what COVID-19’s effects on travel will be after the
pandemic. DRCOG and its partners will explore the ongoing implications to travel in the region, such as:

» Will the increase in working from home continue?

» How will trips be distributed among all the various modes of travel?

» How will the dynamic relationship of housing choice, supply and demand affect where people choose to, or are

economically steered to, live?
» Will package and food deliveries continue to grow?
* What does the future hold for shared-mobility and ride-hailing services?

Data sources: Colorado Department of Transportation Automated Traffic Recorders

The Denver Regional Council of Governments is a planning organization where local governments collaborate Terseiaien Flemine
to make the region a great place to live, work and play. To support decision-making, DRCOG staff maintains and , and Operafions
analyzes various data sets. This briefing is an opportunity to highlight insights from the data sets. Questions?

Ideas for topics? Contact Robert Spotts at rspotts@drcog.org. For more data, visit data.drcog.org. DENVER REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS
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