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LEED for Neighborhood Development (LEED-ND)

Joint effort of the US Green Building Council, the 
Congress for New Urbanism, and the Natural 

Resources Defense Council



US Green Building Council (USGBC)



Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU)



Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)



Why LEED-ND?



Building v. Transportation Energy (kBTUs/SF)

Average American Office Building 

Better Building Energy Assumes ASHRAE 90.1-2004 Code Compliance 

Source: BuildingGreen,com

http://www.buildinggreen.com/auth/article.cfm?fileName=160901a.xml 
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Urban v Suburban Energy Use

Source: Jonathan Rose Companies, LLC for the EPA



Report: 98 Percent Of U.S. Commuters Favor Public 
Transportation For Others

"With traffic congestion, pollution, 

and oil shortages all getting worse, 

now is the time to shift to 

affordable, efficient public 

transportation," APTA director 

Howard Collier said. "Fortunately, 

as this report shows, Americans 

have finally recognized the need 

for everyone else to do exactly 

that." 

Source: The Onion, November 29, 2000 | Issue 36•43



Values

Less Bad

�Energy

�Water

�Resources

�Health

�Land Use

�Natural Systems

More Good

�Health and Wellness

�Fostering community

�Economic growth

�Social Justice

�Connection with sources and 

disposal

�Connection with natural landscape 

and agriculture

�Beauty, civic pride, etc. 





13 Prerequisites, 110 Points Total

Smart Location and Linkage (6 prerequisites / 27 points)

Neighborhood Pattern and Design (3 prerequisites / 44 points)

Green Infrastructure and Buildings (4 prerequisites / 29 points)

Innovation in Design (0 prerequisites / 6 points)

Regional Priority Credits (0 prerequisites / 4 points)

LEED-ND Prerequisites and Credits



Certified (40-49 points)

Silver (50-59 points)

Gold (60-79 points)

Platinum (80 + points)

Total Points = 110

Levels of Certification



Three Stages of Certification

Stage 1 : Pre-Review (optional): Intended to 

assist with entitlement approvals

Stage 2 : Certification of Approved Plan: 

Certification of what has been approved to 

build

Stage 3 : Certification of a Completed 

Project: As construction is complete or 

near complete



Smart Locations and Linkages (SLL)

27 Points Possible

6 Prerequisites

� Location 

� Water

� Imperiled Species 

� Wetlands 

� Ag. Land

� Floodplains

Major Credit Bundles

– Infill Redevelopment (10 pts)

– Transit (7 pts)
Photo Credit: DenverInfill.com



Neighborhood Pattern and Design (NPD)

44 Points Possible

3 Prerequisites

� Urban Design

� Density

� Connectivity

Major Point Bundles

– Urban Design (12 pts)

– Density (6 pts)

– Mixed-Income AND/OR 

Diverse Housing Types (7 

pts)



Green Infrastructure and Building (GIB)

29 Points Possible

4 Prerequisites

� Certified Green Building

� Energy Efficiency

� Water Efficiency

� Construction Pollution Plan

Major Bundles

– Green Buildings (5 pts)

– Stormwater Management 

(4pts)



Innovation in Design (ID)

6 Points Possible

� Innovation

� Exemplary Performance



Regional Priority (RP)

4 Points Possible (out of 6)

For 80203

GIBc15 Recycled Content in Infrastructure 

GIBc4 Water-Efficient Landscaping 

NPDc2 Compact Development (>38 DUs/acre ) 

NPDc5 Reduced Parking Footprint 

NPDc8 Transportation Demand Management 

SLLc4 Bicycle Network and Storage





Why are Municipalities Interested in LEED ND?

1.Economics

2.Communication

3.Metrics

4. Impact



LEED ND | Economics



LEED ND | Economics



LEED ND | Economics



LEED ND | Communication



LEED ND | Metrics



LEED ND | Impact

LEED ND Needs You!



LEED ND | Impact

Education = Raise all Boats



LEED ND | Impact

Enable Sustainable Development



LEED ND | Impact

Set Goals and Make Commitments



LEED ND | Examples



LEED ND | Examples



LEED ND | Examples



LEED ND Resources

USGBC LEED ND Web Portal

• new.usgbc.org/leed/rating-systems/neighborhoods

• Download the free rating system and checklist documents

• Download the free Government Guide to LEED ND at:

• new.usgbc.org/resources/local-government-guide-leed-neighborhood-development

NRDC LEED ND Web Portal

• www.nrdc.org/cities/smartgrowth/leed.asp

• Download the free Citizens Guide to LEED ND and a cool slideshow

CNU LEED ND Web Portal

• www.cnu.org/leednd



Thank You!

C2 Sustainability

www.c2sustainability.com

ConorMerrigan | conor@c2green.com

Cliff Lind | cliff@c2green.com




