
 

 

Minutes 

Thursday October 22, 2015 - 10:00am to Noon 
DRCOG~1290 Broadway~Denver 80203 

1st floor Independence Pass Conference Room (West Side) 
 

Meeting Objective: 
Promoting collaboration and information sharing among GIS professionals in the region by featuring 
presentations and discussions led by members of the Data Consortium. 

 

Attendees: 

1. Jenny Todd  DRCOG 
2. Christine Connally  DRCOG  
3. Josh Pendleton  DRCOG 
4. Ashley Summers  DRCOG 
5. Jim Castagneri  US Census/Bike Jeffco 
6. Tyler Dunn   Thornton  
7. Janna Raley  BBC Research 
8. Delbert Brown  Buckley AFB 
9. Jonathan Chung  Buckley AFB 
10. James Krolick  UHB 
11. Kirk Hayer   Commerce City 
12. Jaime Giesen  Commerce City 
13. Brenda Johnson  Denver 
14. Bill Keever   Aurora 
15. Nathan Lowry  OIT 
16. Mitch Horrie     (Call in) 
17. Katy Carpenter  TST Infrastructure (Call in) 
18. Lisa Hoover  TST Infrastructure (Call in) 
19. Deb Merkle  Bennett  (Call in) 
20. Jeff Caldwell  Castle Rock  (Call in) 
21. Josh Baker   Bennett  (Call in) 
22. Chris Kelley  Arvada   (Call in) 
23. Debra Wilson  Thornton  (Call in) 
24. Justin Hampton     (Call in) 
25. Ryan Huffman  Arapahoe County (Call in) 
26. Megan Bleess     (Call in) 
27. Barb Morey  Jefferson County (Call in) 



28. Dan Jackson  RTD   (Call in) 
29. Matt Taylor  Clear Creek   (Call in) 
30. John Voboril  Englewood  (Call in) 
31. Robert Stansauk  Denver Water  (Call in) 
32. Micheli Watson  E470 Authority (Call in) 
33. Justine Brown     (Call in) 

Related Meeting Documents: 

DRDC Agenda 10-22-15.pdf 
DRDC Presentation 10-22-15.pdf 
DRDC CAD to GIS Presentation 10-22-15.pdf 
Handout-for-DRVR-v02.pdf 
 
Discussion Notes: 

 DRCOG introduced a new section of the DRCOG website that has recently launched. The site, called 
Denver Regional Visual Resources (DRVR), is an online repository of data-driven stories and 
infographics that explain the state of the region. Check it out here: https://drcog.org/drvr 
 

 Bill Keever (Aurora) and James Krolick (UHB) gave a presentation on creating CAD to GIS standards. 
They are at the initial stages of their project and welcome feedback from the larger GIS community 
because they’d like to see a regional standard adopted in the future. Delbert Brown and Nathan Lowry 
both commented on the usefulness of this for the military and explained that both directions (CAD to 
GIS and GIS to CAD) were very important. Aurora plans to host a meeting to get community feedback 
and will also send out a survey via DRCOG to get information. This project is expected to complete 
around April 2016. 
 

 DRCOG Senior Planner, Andy Taylor, asked the group to comment on their building permit data, 
especially in light of a new BLDS standard that has been published (www.permitdata.org). Aurora 
mentioned that their permits are online so we could test mapping their attribution to the standard. 
Commerce City suggested that DRCOG clarify in our annual data request exactly what fields we need. 
Jim (US Census) mentioned that the census does evaluate permit data but he wasn’t sure of the 
process. The larger question that arose relates to standards in general. Why would local governments 
want to take the time to adopt a regional, state, or national standard? This question will be discussed 
in more detail at a future meeting. 
 

 DRCOG GIS Analyst, Christine Connally, updated the group on progress towards creating a Regional 
Zoning Map. DRCOG is still working with a consultant to make a regional classification. All counties 
have been mapped but some final tweaking needs to be done. In a month or two, DRCOG will make 
this available to local governments to review in the Data Portal. The group noted land use should be 
used in PUD areas. Buckley AFB mentioned that the military will find this layer useful when evaluating 
encroachment. OIT noted that this layer could be useful economically to the region and the state. 
 

 DRCOG Information Systems Manager, Ashley Summers, updated the group on the Planimetric Project. 
Data is available for download now from the Regional Data Catalog. The group asked if a WMS would 
be made available from DRCOG for this data. At the moment, DRCOG is not pursuing this because of 
the size of the data. The group mentioned that this data could be useful for gaining infrastructure 
inventories, estimating costs for work, and planning for improvement and/or repairs. Aurora asked 
about Google’s interest in the data for enhanced pedestrian routing. DRCOG has not marketed this 

https://drcog.org/drvr
http://www.permitdata.org/
http://gis.drcog.org/datacatalog/subjects/planimetrics


data yet to Google, but does plan to disseminate this public domain data widely. If Google and OSM 
want it, we will provide it.  
 

 Jim Castagneri (US Census) brought up Volunteer Generated Information (VGI) as a discussion topic. He 
mentioned the success that USGS has had with volunteers contributing to the National Map and 
wondered if the GIS community had thought about utilizing this resource in the region. He asked what 
is the incentive or ROI for local governments to make data available to OSM, the state, or the feds? 
We’ll be having a larger discussion about VGI at our next meeting. 

We had many people on the phone today. Due to technical difficulties with GotoWebinar, we were not able to 
capture chats or messages from the remote attendees. 
 

 
Next newsletter goes out on January 15th. 
Next DRDC meeting is TBD. 
If you would like to contribute an article or give a presentation, please email me at asummers@drcog.org. 


