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HISTORICAL ENROLLMENT

DPS Enrollment had increased by 22,432 students or roughly 32% since 2000, and 
18,000 students since 2008.  

Though ECE-12 enrollment has grown by 32% since 2000, most of the enrollment gains have occurred 
since 2008. 

The pace of growth since 2008 has begun to slow down and enrollment growth rates have slowed 

considerably since 2014. The slower growth rate is due to a limited ability to further improve the 

percentage of Denver residents attending DPS as well as an inability to further reduce drop-out rates  

beyond what has already been achieved. Dropout rates in DPS are currently at 4.6%, which is a historical 

low for the district. Capture rates are historically high and drop-out rates are historically low, causing 

housing prices and birth rates to be the primary factors in slowing growth. Any current growth is driven 

by residential development of single family homes and will be offset by declines in other regions driven 

largely by increasing housing prices and lower birth rates.

* Note that the 2017 enrollment 
numbers used throughout this 
document are based on unofficial 
preliminary October Count 
enrollment and official enrollment 
could be different than reported 
here. These numbers will be 
updated once DPS Planning 
receives official October Count 
data from Submissions in early 
December
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Factors that have contributed to enrollment growth over the 
last 10 years include higher capture rates and the 
development of single family homes. Increased performance 
of DPS, including secondary schools, has led to increasing 
rates of student-age population attending DPS. Further, based 
on conversations with master planned communities, there 
may be an additional 5,000 units planned for the 
Stapleton/Lowry and Green Valley Ranch/Gateway 
neighborhoods over the next 8 years. Many of these units are 
planned to be single-family detached homes, which tend to 
yield a higher rate of students than apartments or condos. 

Factors that have and will limit enrollment growth include 
declining birth rates and rapidly increasing housing prices. 
Declining birth rates across the city point to elementary 
enrollment declines starting in 2014 with possible middle 
school declines by 2021. Further, increased housing prices 
have historically led to declining rates of students as city data 
shows that higher housing prices yield fewer students. 
Housing price increases are the biggest downward pressure 
on future enrollment growth. Further, the demographics of 
Denver residents has shifted and 80% of the growth in 
Denver since 2009 has been households without children. 

Additional factors that may limit enrollment growth over the 
next 5 years include other types of residential development 
and a projected ceiling on rising capture rates. In addition to 
the growth in single family homes, an additional 20,000 
residential units are planned across Denver, which are 
targeted primarily at Millennials and empty nesters, meaning 
that few students will result from them. In some 
neighborhoods including NW Denver, these units are 
replacing formerly affordable houses that yielded students, 
leading to a net decline in many parts of the city. Further, 
surrounding districts are shrinking in most cases, meaning 
that the proportion of out of district students attending DPS is 
also likely to decline in the future. 
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PRIMARY FACTORS IMPACTING ENROLLMENT

Decreased birth rates and increased housing prices may lead to stalled or declining 
enrollment growth by 2020.
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FORECASTING PROCESS

DRCOG and Shift have teamed up to analyze data from multiple city, county, state and 
national databases in order to understand trends that are likely to impact student 
enrollment over the next 5 years. 
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THE PROCESS 



Note: 2021 forecast holds the number of ECE students and students living outside Denver, but attending a DPS school, as a 

constant number (i.e. 2017 = 2021).
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FORECASTED ENROLLMENT CHANGE

K-12 Enrollment is forecasted to decline by 2% overall by 2021. 

Total district-wide (K-12) enrollment 
is forecasted to decrease by 2% 
by 2021, with the two largest 
factors being declining birth rates 
impacting ES and increased housing 
prices impacting all grade. 
Forecasted smaller ES cohorts 
suggests 2018 could be the first 
year of enrollment declines since 
2004.  Further down the road, 
smaller elementary cohorts would 
lead to reduced MS and HS 
enrollment after 2022.
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2021 Forecast: 
Change in Number of 
Students from 2017

Over half of Denver’s 78 
neighborhoods are forecasted to have 
declines in the number of children 
attending DPS schools. Any growth 
will be primarily concentrated in the 
Stapleton and Gateway neighborhoods 
and the Southeast corridor of the city. 
The remainder of the city is 
forecasted to have stagnant or 
declining student enrollment 
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DEMOGRAPHICS OVER TIME

The percent of FRL students in DPS has steadily decreased since 2012 and 
this trend is likely to continue going forward.  The racial composition of 
students has shifted with increases in white students.
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Over the last 5 years, the % of FRL students as a proportion of the total student population at DPS as 
decreased steadily by about 1% per year for a total decline of 6% since 2012. This is likely a result of 
increased housing prices and economic growth throughout the city. The % of African American students 
and students of other races has remained steady since 2012. The % of Hispanic students has decreased 
slightly while the % of White students has increased slightly. 
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REGIONAL GROWTH BY EDUCATION LEVEL

Elementary and middle growth is primarily in areas with single family residential 
development, while HS still has growth in several areas. 
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2021 Forecast: 
ELEMENTARY

2021 Forecast: 
MIDDLE

2021 Forecast: 
HIGH

Total district wide elementary enrollment is 
forecasted to decrease by 7%.The largest
declines are forecasted to happen in the 
Central, Far Northeast, and Southwest
regions. Stapleton / GVR will increase
about 1,100 students between 2015 and 
2021, meaning that the rest of the city will 
decline by ~5,000 ES students from 2015-
2021. District-wide elementary enrollment
has been declining since 2014.

Post-recession birth rate declines will not yet 
have hit MS by 2021, but will starting in 
2022. As a result, district-wide middle school 
enrollment is forecasted to be flat through 
2021. The largest decline is forecasted to 
happen in the Central region (12%). 
Stapleton is contributing to NNE growth, 
while SE will increase as well, potentially 
requiring MS capacity. 

High schools will benefit from larger 
elementary and middle cohorts joining the 
district over the past 10 years. District-wide 
high school enrollment is forecasted to 
increase by 5%. The Near Northeast is 
forecasted to see 29% more high school 
students, mostly from Stapleton, while SE will 
see some growth as well. FNE is leveling off, 
which reduces the need for more HS capacity.


