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Co-Creating a Regional Vision 
for People & Nature
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Align nature-based efforts to ensure more equitable access to nature and 

to promote healthy people, communities, and natural places.
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SUPPORTING A THRIVING REGION FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE



Create an equitable vision and 
diverse, committed coalition in 
support of a dynamic and applicable 
set of regional goals for nature, 
natural infrastructure, access, and 
land use for the Metro Denver region
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NATURAL HABITAT & 
CONNECTIVITY
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Regional 
Conservation Assessment

• Science-Driven Assessment & Map 
of Priority Areas to Protect, 
Connect, Restore, and Enhance

• Close Coordination with Land 
Managers & Decision Makers



Regional 
Equity Assessment

• Socioeconomic Status
• Household Composition & Disability
• Minority Stat. & Linguistic Isolation
• Housing & Transportation
• 10-Minute Walk to a Park
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Regional 
Conservation Assessment

• Science-Driven Assessment & Map of 
Priority Areas to Protect, Connect, 
Restore, and Enhance

• Close Coordination with Land 
Managers & Decision Makers

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

• 12-15 Leaders of key land and water organizations

• All seven-county open space programs

• Federal: US Fish & Wildlife, US Forest Service

• Colorado Parks & Wildlife

• Mile High Flood District

• Multiple Front Range Cities

TECHNICAL ADVISORY TEAM

• 15-20 Ecologists, applied biologists, and other science 
representations

• Critical to guiding and the technical analysis

• Helpful in building network and crafting end products

• Meet 4-5 times per year
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Regional Planning Framework & Ecoregions
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Forest Indicators
A:Patch Size B:Perimeter Area Ratio C:Edge Context

D: TNC Resilient Sites E: Biodiversity



Forest Indicators: Patch Size



Forest Indicators: Perimeter Area Ratio



Forest Indicators: Edge Context



Forest Indicators: The Nature Conservancy Resilient Sites



Forest Indicators: Biodiversity
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Regional Habitat 
Connectivity 
Summary

Combination of all 3 
habitat bins:
• Forest
• Grassland
• Shrubland
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