
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SCI East Corridor Working Group – Meeting #5 

Stapleton Foundation, 7350 E. 29th Ave., Suite 300. 
August 14, 2013, 2:30 pm – 5:00 pm 

 

Meeting Summary (As of 8/19/13) 
 
Attendees 
 
CWG Members 

• Adams County – Deputy County Administrator Unit: Jeanne Shreve 

• City and County of Denver – Community Planning and Development: Steve Gordon 

• City and County of Denver – Public Works: Jenn Hillhouse 

• City of Aurora – Comprehensive Planning: John Fernandez 

• City of Aurora – Public Works: Duane Launder 

• Aurora Housing Authority: Craig Maraschky 

• Denver International Airport (DIA): Tom Reed 

• Regional Transportation District (RTD): Mike Turner 

• Stapleton Foundation: Angie Rivera-Malpiede 
 
Others 

• CDR Associates (Facilitator): Laura Sneeringer 

• Reconnecting America: Catherine Cox Blair, Bill Sadler 

• Denver Regional Council of Governments (DRCOG): Paul Aldretti, Ashley Kaade 

• Place Matters: Jocelyn Hittle 
 
 
Action Items 

• Ashley Kaade will coordinate with Angie Rivera-Malpiede to identify a location and transportation 
options for the public meeting. 

• All CWG members will send additional ideas on the public meeting to Ashley Kaade (303-480-6781; 
akaade@drcog.org) and Jocelyn Hittle (303-964-0903; jocelyn@placematters.org). 

• CWG members will review the Vision and Goals and send final comments. 

• CWG members will submit brief information on Catalytic Site ideas by September 4th, using the 
provided template. The purpose is to describe potential projects for initial discussion at the 
September 11th meeting. The group will likely identify a few projects to provide more detailed 
information on, for final selection at the October meeting. 
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Agenda 

• Welcome, Introductions and Agenda Overview 

• Overview and Discussion of East Corridor Public Meeting Plan  

• Refine the Draft Vision and Goals 

• Discuss Resources Available for Technical Assistance and Refine Evaluation Criteria and Selection 
Process for the Catalytic Site 

 
Meeting Materials (available on the Website or FTP Site) 

• Agenda (Website) 

• Updated - Draft Vision and Goals (FTP site) 

• Initial feedback from the Stakeholder Committee on the Goals and Opportunities & Challenges 
(FTP site) 

• Updated East Corridor Issues, Opportunities & Challenges to TOD (FTP site) 

• Proposed Catalytic Site Evaluation Criteria (FTP site) 

• Funding Resource matrix (FTP site) 

• Meeting #4 Summary (Website) 
 
Overview of East Corridor Public Meeting  
Jocelyn Hittle, PlaceMatters, and Ashley Kaade, DRCOG, provided an overview of the purpose and format 
of the East Corridor public meeting. The agenda for the public meeting was crafted based on input from 
stakeholders, the East Corridor Working Group and others who have worked in the corridor and are aware 
of past public outreach and issues facing the corridor. 
 
The logistics for the public meeting include: 

• The public meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 24 from 5:30-8:30pm. The tentative location 
is Park Lane Elementary School near the Peoria-Smith station. The Central Park Recreation Center 
in Stapleton is another option. CWG members expressed concern that transportation to this 
location may be difficult and result in limited participation. DRCOG will look into a more central 
location with transit options available, such as in Stapleton, the Anschutz/Fitzsimons campus, 
Johnson & Wales University or the Denver Arts School. Angie Rivera-Malpiede offered to work 
with Ashley Kaade to identify a location. 

• DRCOG staff members are looking into Spanish translation/interpretation services with support 
from the Denver Foundation.  

• Ashley Kaade is working with SCI Partners, the jurisdictions’ Public Information Officers, City 
Council members, FRESC and others on outreach. Once the invitation goes out, Stakeholder 
Committee and CWG members are encouraged to share it with their distribution lists. 

• This is the only planned public meeting. The goal is to have up to 150 attendees. 
 
Goals of the public meeting include: 

• Providing education on current and future East Corridor planning activities, timelines, etc.   

• Determining if/how participants’ visions align with the corridor vision 

• Obtaining ideas on how to implement the vision, including gathering input about amenity 
distribution and other activities 

• Encouraging continued participation 
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There will be several stations in the room, including the following. Feedback from CWG members is 
incorporated. 

• Welcome and orientation table with instructions on how to participate, information about other 
activities in the corridor, etc. 

•  “Walk the Line” – includes a diagram of the entire corridor (perhaps laid out on the floor) with 
boards that show station-specific land use plans and strengths and challenges. Staff from the 
different jurisdictions and RTD will be available to answer questions. Corridor-wide strengths and 
challenges will also be included to help participants think at a corridor-scale. 

• Topic-Specific Booths: 
o Safety – A low-cost touch table may be provided to map safety concerns. The primary 
reason for having a booth on this specific topic is that it is an issue that is continually raised 
at the Stakeholder Committee meetings. It was noted that crossing the tracks is an important 
safety concern because people are not used to fast trains. RTD conducted an extensive 
campaign on this on the West Line and can provide educational materials. 

o “I Imagine the East Corridor…” – Participants will be recorded on a video camera or 
they will write down ideas on a small white board and have their picture taken with it. The 
Stapleton TMA recently used a similar strategy for a meeting on the Quebec Corridor; Angie 
Rivera-Malpiede can provide additional information if needed. 

o Amenities along the East Corridor – Participants will suggest what services/amenities are 
desired and where they could be placed using pre-determined potential amenity icons that 
will be shared with CWG members in advance for comment. The maps will not be detailed 
enough to show property ownership. It is therefore helpful to have CWG members available 
to provide this level of detail and answer questions. 

o Know the Corridor Quiz – Participants will answer questions about the East Corridor and 
Denver region. 

 
In addition, during the evening a 10-minute presentation will be delivered to all participants.  It will cover: 

• An overview of the corridor with a series of facts and images. This should include an overview of 
parallel initiatives to eliminate any confusion. 

• Why corridor planning is important. 

• Why input is important and how it will be used. 
 
Additional ideas from the group include: 

• Include a booth in which participants pinpoint where they live and determine how they will access a 
station. RTD has used this at previous meetings. 

 
Refine the Draft Vision and Goals  
The group revised the Vision and Goals. There was a general sense that the Vision was too long so several 
detailed elements were moved to the Goals. A few additional goals were added. The updated Vision and 
Goals and an overview of changes made are available on the FTP site. 
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Discuss Resources Available for Technical Assistance and Refine Evaluation Criteria and Selection 
Process for the Catalytic Site  
Paul Aldretti, DRCOG, provided an overview of technical assistance resources available. All activities 
should be completed by September 31, 2014, and must be completed by the end of the SCI grant period on 
December 31, 2014. DRCOG hopes to have a definitive answer on how much funding is available by the 
next meeting.  
 
Resources Available 
The resources include the following: 

• Corridor-wide Technical Assistance (amount TBD): Funding can be used for more in-depth 
identification of opportunities and needs in the corridor to refine Recommendations for 
Implementation and support additional corridor planning efforts.  Examples of the type of work 
may include: analyses to determine needs related to food deserts, last mile connection, affordable 
housing and infrastructure; economic development and employment studies; identification of 
potential strategies related to industrial lands; health impact assessments; identification of green 
infrastructure opportunities; outlining finance mechanisms, etc. 

 

• Site-specific Catalytic Site Assistance (amount TBD): Funding can be used to conduct pre-
development planning at a specific transformative “Catalytic Site” selected by the Corridor Working 
Group. Examples of the type of work may include: determining strategies for improving multi-
modal accessibility, determining optimal mix of elements for multi-use development, or reviewing 
the initial design to maximize resource and energy efficiency. The West Corridor used Catalytic Site 
resources to fund a 20-minute neighborhood concept study at the Sheridan station, as well as design 
concepts for the Jody Apartments affordable housing project that the Urban Land Conservancy is 
building at that station. 

 
There can be multiple projects, though there is a preference for one contractor to manage the activities and 
act as fiscal agent with DRCOG. The intent of the grant is to have a site-specific and corridor-wide 
component, so the resources cannot be combined into one or the other assistance approach. Technical 
assistance does not need to focus on housing. 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
The group discussed the draft Catalytic Site evaluation criteria, which includes eligibility criteria that must be 
met and additional criteria to help compare or rank proposals. It is not necessary for projects to meet all of 
the additional criteria. There was a concern about having to meet the following eligibility criteria - 
“proposals must demonstrate that candidate projects are technically and financially viable, and are not 
dependent on the award of SCI funding.” In other words, the project must be one that is planned and 
would proceed with or without SCI funding. The purpose behind the SCI funding is to take the project to 
the next level in supporting the Livability Principles. Members are concerned that some potential projects 
do not meet this criterion. For example, at Peoria-Smith there are vacant parcels in which there has not yet 
been pre-development planning, which could be useful. 
 
Selection Process 
The group discussed potential processes for selecting the Catalytic Site. They decided to provide brief 
written information for potential sites, which will be compiled before the September 11th meeting. More 
information on the level of detail requested will be provided. They will then identify a few projects with 
potential and provide more detailed information for review and final selection at the October meeting.  



 

 

Page 5 

 

 

 

 
The group quickly identified some potential projects, to give a sense of the types of opportunities available: 

• Support to affordable housing planning at 38th and Blake (Urban Land Conservancy), 40th and 
Colorado (Colorado Coalition for the Homeless) or Peoria and 30th (Aurora Housing Authority). 

• Support planning for the pedestrian bridge at 35th/36th and Blake. 

• Conduct a study to determine the benefits/costs of constructing a parking structure instead of 
surface parking to enable more land for TOD. 

• Conduct a Transit Enhancements Study. 

• Conduct a 20-minute neighborhood study at one of the stations. 

• Something at Peoria/Smith since it includes land in both Aurora and Denver. 
 


