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AGENDA 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, April 14, 2015 

8:30 a.m. 
1290 Broadway 

Independence Pass Board Room  
 
 

1. 
 
Call to Order 

2. 
 
Public Comment 

3. 
(Attachment A) 
March 17, 2015 Meeting Summary 

 
 

 
ACTION ITEM 

4. 

(Attachment B) Todd Cottrell 

Move to recommend to the Board of Directors approval of the 2016-2021 Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), and the associated DRCOG CO and PM10 Conformity 
Determination and the Denver Southern Subarea 8-hour Ozone Conformity Determination 

 
 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

5. 
(Attachment C) Jacob Riger 
Briefing on 2040 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan (2040 MVRTP) 

 
6. 

(Attachment D) Steve Cook/Ken Lloyd, RAQC 
Update on ozone standard status and new State Implementation Plan 

 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 

7. 
 
Member Comment/Other Matters 

8. 
 

Next Meeting –  May 19, 2015   

9. Adjournment   
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 ATTACHMENT A 

 
MEETING SUMMARY 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
Tuesday, March 17, 2015 

________________________ 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Shannon Gifford Colorado Department of Transportation 
Ed Peterson Colorado Department of Transportation  
Debra Perkins-Smith (Alternate) Colorado Department of Transportation 
Jackie Millet (Chair) Denver Regional Council of Governments 
Jennifer Schaufele Denver Regional Council of Governments 
Sue Horn (Alternate) Denver Regional Council of Governments 
Robin Kniech  Denver Regional Council of Governments 
Ron Rakowsky Denver Regional Council of Governments 
Bill Van Meter (Alternate) Regional Transportation District 
Tina Francone  Regional Transportation District 
Tom Tobiassen  Regional Transportation District 
Claudia Folska Regional Transportation District 
Mizraim Cordero Other-Business Interests 
Jeff Kullman Other-Business Interests 

 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Ron Papsdorf, CDOT; Eugene Howard, Douglas County 
 
DRCOG Staff:  Doug Rex, Steve Cook, Todd Cottrell, Will Soper, Casey Collins 
 
Call to Order 
Chair Jackie Millet called the meeting to order at 8:31 a.m.    
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 
 
Summary of February 17, 2015 Meeting 
The summary was accepted as written. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 

Move to recommend to the Board of Directors allocations to local operating agencies for 
purchase of traffic signal system equipment with Fiscal Year 2015 Traffic Signal System 
Improvement Program (TSSIP) contingency/ miscellaneous funds.   

Greg MacKinnon gave a brief overview of the TSSIP program, a regional collaborative between 
DRCOG and local agencies to coordinate traffic signals between jurisdictions.  The program improves 
efficiency of travel in the corridors, and helps reduce congestion and emissions. The TSSIP program 
is funded through the TIP. 

He presented staff recommendations for TSSIP contingency/miscellaneous funding allocations, to be 
used by local operating agencies for purchase of miscellaneous traffic signal system equipment.  
Funding for FY2015 miscellaneous equipment purchases was about $781,000 (after the TSSIP 
program’s first obligation to fund capital improvement projects was met).   

A call for projects was held in November 2014 and received nine solicitations from local agencies.  
Staff prepared initial recommendations that were reviewed by the Regional Transportation Operations 
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(RTO) Working Group in January 2015.  The following six recommendations were made, totaling 
about $608,000.  Remaining funds will be held in contingency for the FY2016 RTO Pool.  

 

Castle Rock approx. $  188,000 

Centennial approx. $  222,000 

Denver approx. $  110,000 

Douglas County approx. $    57,000 

Lakewood approx. $    29,000 

Superior approx. $      3,000 
 

Ron Rakowsky MOVED to recommend to the Board of Directors allocations to 
local operating agencies for purchase of traffic signal system equipment with 
Fiscal Year 2015 Traffic Signal System Improvement Program (TSSIP) 
contingency/ miscellaneous funds. Sue Horn SECONDED the motion and the 
motion PASSED unanimously. 

 
Move to concur with the Board of Directors’ approval of an amendment to the 2012-2017 TIP 
Policy and 2016-2021 TIP Policy related to delayed projects.   

Doug Rex asked for the committee’s concurrence with the Board’s approval last month 
(February 18) of an amendment to the TIP policy regarding second year delayed projects 
(i.e., projects facing the removal of funds). 

The amendment would:  
• provide project sponsors an opportunity to appeal to the Board;  
• allow an opportunity for a variance  of TIP policy (up to 120 days) if a project has 

unforeseen issues or is close to, but could not meet the deadline;  
• remove the requirement for the sponsor of a delayed project to reimburse federal 

funds spent on the project; and  
• enact a consequence for sponsors of projects delayed a second year. (The 

Board approved a 20% reduction in the maximum number of applications a 
sponsor may submit in the next TIP Call for Projects.)  
 
Debra Perkins-Smith MOVED to concur with the Board of Directors’ approval of an 
amendment to the 2012-2017 TIP Policy and 2016-2021 TIP Policy related to 
delayed projects.  Robin Kniech SECONDED the motion and the motion PASSED 
unanimously. 

 
Move to recommend to the Board of Directors the March 2015 amendments to the 2012-2017 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).   
Todd Cottrell presented the 2 requested amendments. 
 
Sponsor TIP ID Proposed Amendment 
CDOT Reg. 4  2008-081 North I-25 Front Range 

EIS 
To complete the Final EIS, the ROD for Phase I North I-25, 
and design and ROW for Phase I elements.  Add $10 million 
of state RAMP funds in FY2015. Increase total project funds. 

RTD 2012-120 Colfax Ave Transit 
Priority 

To construct Colfax Ave bus infrastructure improvements for 
Broadway to Potomac St - includes bulbouts and transit 
signal priority.  Create new project: Colfax Ave Transit 
Priority, add $4.999 million in Federal Section 5309 funds 
and $1.7 million in local match in FY2014. 
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Tom Tobiassen MOVED to recommend to the Board of Directors the March 2015 
amendments to the 2012-2017 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Ed 
Peterson SECONDED the motion and the motion PASSED unanimously. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 

 
Briefing on FY 2014 Annual Listing of Federally Obligated Projects (ALOP) 
Todd Cottrell presented the federally required fiscal year report that lists all obligated projects in MPO 
region for a given year.  In the DRCOG region, $395 million was obligated on 92 projects in FY14.  
The largest project obligation in FY2014 was about $150 million for the P3 FasTracks Eagle project. 
 
Member Comment 
It was noted RTC member Phil Washington, has accepted the CEO position at Metro LA in Los 
Angeles.   
 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:56 a.m. The next scheduled meeting is April 14, 2015. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

 

To: Chair and Members of the Regional Transportation Committee 
 
From: Todd Cottrell, Senior Transportation Planner 
 303-480-6737 or tcottrell@drcog.org 
 

Meeting Date Agenda Category Agenda Item # 
April 14, 2015 Action 4 

 
SUBJECT 
The 2016-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and associated air quality 
conformity documents are presented for RTC action. 
 

PROPOSED ACTION/RECOMMENDATIONS 
Staff proposes the RTC recommend approval to the Board of Directors of the 2016-2021 
TIP and associated air quality conformity documents. 
 

ACTION BY OTHERS 
 March 23, 2014 – TAC recommended approval. 
 

SUMMARY 
The TIP is a six year, short term document that lays out how federal funding is 
programmed to transportation projects in the Denver metro area. Air quality conformity 
documents demonstrate how the DRCOG and Upper Front Range regions will continue to 
meet all federally-prescribed pollutant emissions tests.  
 
The TIP includes projects selected by CDOT, RTD, and DRCOG, each with their own 
selection process and funding sources. The document is the culmination of 18 months of 
work by DRCOG staff, committees, and the Board that includes the policy document, call 
for projects, and project selection. 
  
DRCOG must show the 2016-2021 TIP will not cause a violation of federal air quality 
conformity standards. Accordingly, the roadway and transit networks were modeled for air 
quality conformity and the results were used by the state Air Pollution Control Division to 
calculate pollutant emissions. All pollutant emission tests were passed, as shown in the 
associated air quality conformity documents (DRCOG CO and PM 10 Conformity 
Determination and Denver Southern Subarea 8-hour Ozone Conformity Determination).   
 
The documents were the subject of a public hearing before the DRCOG Board on March 18, 
2015. A summary of public comment is shown in Attachment 1.  Attachment 2 highlights the 
proposed adjustments/changes received from sponsor agencies to the Public Hearing Draft 
that are reflected in the final Action Draft 2016-2021 TIP for your consideration.  
 

PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS/ACTIONS 
N/A 
 

PROPOSED MOTION 
Move to recommend to the Board of Directors approval of the 2016-2021 Transportation 
Improvement Program, and the associated DRCOG CO and PM 10 Conformity 
Determination and the Denver Southern Subarea 8-hour Ozone Conformity Determination. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Summary of Written and Oral Testimony Received  (Feb. 17, 2015–Mar. 18, 2015 

Hearing) 
2. TIP Project Changes from Public Hearing Draft to Final Action Draft 
Links: 

• Draft 2016-2021 Transportation Improvement Program 
• DRCOG CO and PM 10 Conformity Determination and Denver Southern Subarea 

8-hour Ozone Conformity Determination 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
If you need additional information, please contact Todd Cottrell, Senior Transportation 
Planner, at 303-480-6737 or tcottrell@drcog.org. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

1 
 

2016-2021 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
Project Changes from Public Hearing Draft to Action Draft 

 
1. 2016-006: Scope revised to remove reference to bicycle parking as facilities are included in another non-TIP project 

(bicycle parking was not included in project scoring). 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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2. 2016-018: Moved all funding and project phases to FY16 per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

3 
 

3. 2008-076: Adjusted pool projects’ funding and titles per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

4 
 

4. 2016-022: Adjusted local funding per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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5. 2016-038: Clarified project name. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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6 
 

6. 2016-061: Adjusted scope, map, and project name per sponsor and CDOT request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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7. 2016-062: Adjusted scope, map, and project name per sponsor and CDOT request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 

 

17



ATTACHMENT 2 

8 
 

8. 2008-111: Adjusted funding per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 

 

18
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9. 2007-059: Adjusted funding per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 

 

19



ATTACHMENT 2 

10 
 

10. 2016-044: Changed years of funding per sponsor’s request. 
Original 

 
 

Revised 
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11. 2016-021:  Adjusted project phases to match years of funding. 
Original 

 
Revised 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

12 
 

12. 2007-079: Added pool from 2012-2017 TIP per sponsor’s request.  Added pool projects and funds. 
New 

 
 
 

13. TIP Document text: on page 6, under Public Involvement, added the sentence:  “Public notice of public involvement 
activities and time established for public review and comment on the TIP will satisfy the Program of Projects 
requirements of the FTA Section 5307 Program for RTD’s Program of Projects.” 
 

14. TIP Document text: on page 11, under CDOT TIP Selection Process, in first paragraph, removed the sentence:  “State law 
requires CDOT (and by extension, the two enterprises) to display all “capital” projects in the TIP and State TIP, 
regardless of funding source.” 

 
15. TIP Document text: on page 11, under CDOT TIP Selection Process, in second paragraph, added the sentence:  “RTD and 

CDOT are represented on the DRCOG Board as non-voting members and provide comment and advice to the Board.” 
 
16. Various projects:  Adjusted project location maps to a standard size.  Replaced pictures on some CDOT project pools. 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

 

To: Chair and Members of the Regional Transportation Committee 
 
From: Jacob Riger, Transportation Planning Coordinator 
 303-480-6751 or jriger@drcog.org 
 

Meeting Date Agenda Category Agenda Item # 
April 14, 2015 Informational  5 

 
SUBJECT 
This item introduces the topic of developing the new Metro Vision Regional Transportation 
Plan (MVRTP). 
 

PROPOSED ACTION/RECOMMENDATIONS 
This item is for information and discussion. 
 

ACTION BY OTHERS 
N/A 
 

SUMMARY 
DRCOG is in the process of preparing its new Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan 
(MVRTP). The MVRTP will integrate the policy framework of DRCOG’s in-progress Metro 
Vision plan to present a complete picture of the region’s envisioned and fiscally constrained 
transportation system. 
 
The new MVRTP will address the following topics: 

• Big-picture planning assumptions and challenges 
• Directly including Metro Vision’s transportation element, A Connected Multimodal 

Region, and associated outcomes, objectives, strategies, actions, measures and 
targets, once finalized 

• In-depth description of the region’s multimodal transportation system elements 
• 2040 Fiscally Constrained Regional Transportation Plan (2040 RTP) 
• Benefits and impacts of the 2040 RTP 

 
The draft Metro Vision plan is currently undergoing MVIC and Board review. The MVRTP 
will be adopted together with Metro Vision later this year. Staff will present an overview 
and proposed outline of the new MVRTP and ask for RTC input and thoughts.  
 

PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS/ACTIONS 
N/A 
 

PROPOSED MOTION 
N/A 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Links: 

• 2035 Metro Vision Regional Transportation Plan 
• 2040 Fiscally Constrained Regional Transportation Plan 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
If you need additional information, please contact Jacob Riger, Transportation Planning 
Coordinator, at 303-480-6751 or jriger@drcog.org. 
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ATTACHMENT D 
 

 

To: Chair and Members of the Regional Transportation Committee 
 
From: Steve Cook, MPO Planning Program Manager 
 303-480-6749 or scook@drcog.org 
 

Meeting Date Agenda Category Agenda Item # 
April 14, 2015 Information 6 

 
SUBJECT 
The Regional Air Quality Council (RAQC) and Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) must prepare a State Implementation Plan (SIP) describing 
how the Denver/North Front Range area will reach attainment of the 2008 8-hour ozone 
standard, (75 parts per billion (ppb)).   
 

PROPOSED ACTION/RECOMMENDATIONS 
N/A; Presentation by RAQC Staff 
 

ACTION BY OTHERS 
N/A 
 

SUMMARY 
In the Denver Metro/North Front Range (DMNFR) area, ground level ozone is a 
“summertime” pollutant formed on hot sunny days from the mixture of volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and nitrogen oxides (NOx) emitted into the atmosphere from various 
sources. High levels of ozone can greatly affect the respiratory conditions of people, 
especially children, older adults, and persons with existing health conditions. Air quality 
monitors across the region measure hourly average ozone concentrations.  
 
Under the current nonattainment designation for the  2008 8-hour ozone standard, the 
DMNFR area is classified as marginal nonattainment and initially had a deadline of 
December 31, 2015 to reach attainment (determined from monitor readings over a three-
year period of 2013-2015). However, based on a recent court ruling, the attainment 
deadline was changed to July 20, 2015, which effectively changes the determination 
period to 2012-2014. As a result, the DMNFR area (see Figure 1) will not attain the ozone 
standard by the deadline and will be “bumped-up” to a higher classification of 
nonattainment (from “marginal” to “moderate”) with a new attainment date of July 20, 2018. 
 
The following is the timeline for SIP development for the DMNFR area: 
 
2015 

• RAQC and CDPHE continue work on emission inventories and photochemical grid 
modeling for a 2011 base year and 2017 attainment year. 

• RAQC evaluates alternative emissions control strategies. 
• EPA reclassifies DMNFR area to moderate nonattainment. 

 
2016 

• RAQC completes modeling, control strategy evaluation, and proposed motor 
vehicle emissions budgets (MVEB). 

• Fall:  Colorado Air Quality Control Commission (AQCC) holds public hearings and 
approves SIP. 
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2017 
• Colorado legislature receives SIP for review and approval 
• AQCC submits SIP to EPA 

 
The DRCOG (and North Front Range MPO) Regional Transportation Plan and TIP must 
always “conform” with the currently approved SIP. It must be shown the estimated 
transportation pollutant emissions will not exceed the mobile source emissions budgets 
established in the SIP for VOCs and NOx. The current RTP and TIP pass all the budget 
tests. After new emission budgets are found adequate by EPA as part of the new ozone 
SIP, transportation conformity with new budgets will have to be demonstrated for the 
DRCOG (and North Front Range MPO) Regional Transportation Plan and TIP.  
 
RAQC staff will present the latest information at the April RTC meeting. 
 

PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS/ACTIONS 
N/A 
 

PROPOSED MOTION 
N/A 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
Figure 1 – Map of Denver-North Front Range Ozone Nonattainment Area 
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
If you need additional information, please contact Robert Spotts, Air Quality 
Transportation Planner, at 303-480-5626 or rspotts@drcog.org. 
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