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Agenda

 Denver Water’s history and background
 Development and water use trends
 Impacts of climate change on water use and supply
 Denver Water’s plan to address climate change impacts
 Water quality challenges



Denver Water History and Background



Creation of the Denver Board of Water Commissioners 

 City's leaders foresaw the need to 
control water service.

 1918 – Water Board created: 

• August 1918 – Voters create 
Water Board, contingent on bond 
election.

• November 1918 – Denver Union 
Water System purchased for $14 
million.

• Water Board provisions of 
Charter become effective.



Denver Water Key Statistics

 We provide water to 1.5 million people (1/4 of state’s 
population). 

 We use less than 2% of water used in the state.
 We collect precipitation from 4,000 square miles of 

watershed in the Rocky Mountains feeding the South 
Platte and Colorado Rivers.

 We distribute water through over 3,000 miles of pipe.
 We operate 20 dams, 12 reservoirs, 4 treatment plants 

and 18 pump stations.
 We employ 1,100 people.



Denver Water Service Area



Development and Water Use Trends



Denver Water Customers
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Impacts of Climate Change on Water



Impacts of Climate Change on Water
 Impacts on water supply
 Reduction in amount of 

precipitation (Colorado River)

 Thirstier soil

 Greater variability

 Increased fire activity

 Impacts on water demand
 Increased demand for water

 Longer irrigation cycles

 Extended irrigation season



Denver Water’s Strategic Plan



Denver Water’s Strategic Plan
Our Vision: To sustain vibrant communities that value water for 
future generations. 

Our Mission: To serve our customers by being a national leader in 
delivering clean water, operating and maintaining a reliable and 
resilient system, and protecting the water resources of the West. 



Denver Water’s Strategic Plan
 Plan, build, operate and sustain our infrastructure to meet customers’ 

current and long-term water needs, given a warming climate and 
uncertain future.
 Apply scalability to capital and long-range planning to preserve 

options and maintain flexibility under multiple future scenarios. 
 Anticipate and proactively address infrastructure needs to ensure 

safety, reliability and resiliency. 

 Plan and operate our system and facilities to strengthen our resiliency.
 Advance environmental stewardship within system operations and 

capital and long-range planning. 
 Optimize operating efficiency and increase sustainability of all new 

and existing facilities. 
 Expand our clean energy and green infrastructure portfolio. 

 Collaborate and partner to sustain vibrant, healthy and water-smart 
communities.



How do we mitigate impacts of climate change?
 Impacts on water supply
 Gross Reservoir expansion

 Investing in forest health

 Policy engagement

 Impacts on water demand
 Non-functional turf reduction

 Indoor and outdoor water 
efficiency

 “One Water”



One Water Solutions…

  



Landscape Transformation…
Before

After



Water Quality Challenges



Lead Service Lines



Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)



Other Environmental Concerns

 E.coli
 Nutrients/algae
 Temperature
 Reduced flows



Questions?
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